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good/' wrote Leicester, " to commend him by these
my friendly lines unto you, as unto one I am well
assured will have a special care of him during his
abode there. He is young and raw, and no doubt
shall find those countries, and the demeanours of
the people, somewhat strange unto him; in which
respect your good advice and counsel shall greatly
behove him for his better directions, which I do
most heartily pray you to vouchsafe him, with any
other friendly assistance you shall think needful for
him." Philip Sidney, in his eighteenth year, was
certainly young and raw, and in need of direction
and assistance from his seniors amid the strange
demeanours of the people he was presently to visit;
but he had had some experience of court life, and
was already an apt observer and shrewd critic of the
political complications as well as of the courtly
arrangements of his day.

The purpose of the Earl of Lincoln's mission was
to forward a fresh project that was on foot for pro-
viding Queen Elizabeth with a husband. All through
the past thirteen years of Elizabeth's reign it had
been the constant prayer of her subjects that she
would marry, and thus afford reasonable hope of a
peaceful succession to the throne; and in these
years she had had suitors enough and to spare. If
she had ever gravely thought of marrying Lord
Robert Dudley, whom there can be small doubt she
would have preferred to anyone else, that thought
had been finally abandoned about the time when she
made him Earl of Leicester, and all other plans had
been quickly discarded. Now, however, fresh